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Students learn how Charles profoundly influenced the history of music by fusing secular and church

music into a style called soul.
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Grade Level: 7 - 10

Grade 7 Upâ€“Woog does an excellent job of describing Charles's rare talent and the trajectory of

his long and legendary career. He discusses the singer's early life of abject poverty in Florida, the

onset of blindness at the age of seven, and the influence of his extraordinary mother. As the book

progresses, more emphasis is placed on Charles's musical innovations. Readers learn about his

drug addiction and a little about his troubled personal life. The text is clearly written and well

organized. Black-and-white photographs illustrate and inform. In the end, the profile that results is

one of a complex, driven man who lived and breathed music. A fine addition for most

libraries.â€“Carol Jones Collins, Columbia High School, Maplewood, NJ Copyright Â© Reed

Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.
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